
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MEDIA RELEASE 

           3/5/2022 

[starts] 

Funding cut to drug treatment during pandemic will place lives in jeopardy 

The Victorian Alcohol and Drug Association (VAADA) is alarmed with the overall cut of $39M in service funding to 

2021-22 revised budget figures for alcohol and other drug treatment and prevention. This will negatively impact 

treatment and prevention services which support people experiencing substance dependence.  

While there are a number of small positive initiatives and the progression of a number of other elements, but 

overall this budget will result in people having to wait longer to access alcohol and other drug treatment 

services. 

The Budget provided for the continuation of the facilities renewal fund, the development of a new residential 

rehabilitation facility in Mildura as well as the continuation of a number of budget initiatives from prior years. 

These endeavours are welcomed. 

However, this year’s budget results in an 11.2% cut from the revised 2021/22 budget figures for alcohol and 

other drug treatment and prevention, amounting to $39.8M taken away from services which support people in 

need of treatment. 

The main feature in this cut is the discontinuation of the $25.62M alcohol and other drugs COVID-19 

workforce initiative. The other major item relates to the postponement of the decriminalisation of public 

intoxication. 

This initiative, which provided for an additional 100 EFT of alcohol and other drug (AOD) treatment workers 

across Victoria as well as training and upskilling, is being cut at a time when demand for AOD treatment is 

soaring. 

Mr Sam Biondo, EO of VAADA says, ‘we have been keeping track of budget figures since 2004/05 with the 

2022/23 budget being the first time that the sector has experienced a cut in funding during that period..’  

‘People experiencing alcohol and other drug dependency have been forgotten over the pandemic. With sales for 

alcohol increasing by 29% over the pandemic, it is not surprising that 70% of Victorian agencies have seen an 

increase in the prevalence and severity of alcohol presentations’. 

Between September 2020 and July 2021, the daily waitlist for treatment increased by 50.9% from 2385 to 3599 

Victorians. 

Mr Biondo continues, ‘we are regularly receiving calls from concerned Victorians in despair about the 

burgeoning waitlists. Many are resorting to private for profit rehabs, at great personal expense (up to $30,000 

per month). Many of these facilities resemble rooming houses with little clinical treatment support’. 

Victoria currently has 0.74 residential beds per 10,000 head of population, compared to 1 bed (NSW), 1.22 beds 

(Queensland) and 1.86 beds (Tasmania) per 10,000 head of population. 

‘We are not surprised by the frequency of these calls, because, despite the recent uplift in residential 

rehabilitation capacity, Victoria still languishes second last in the country by way of residential rehabilitation 

beds per 10,000 head of population.’ 

 



 

 

‘Additionally, questions remain regarding the CBD based medically supervised injecting room which is not 

identifiable in the budget papers.’ 

The progression of the recommendations from the Royal Commission into Victoria’s Mental Health System as 

well as the backlog in criminal justice Court proceedings will create a further surge in demand for AOD treatment 

at a time when the sector is already stretched beyond capacity. 

The loss of the 100 EFT in December will eviscerate the sector, further pushing out wait times across the AOD 

treatment sector. It will be a boom for the unregulated private sector. 

 

Output funding (health) 2004/05 – 2022/23 (in $millions)1 

 

We strongly encourage the government to recommit to continuing this funding. 

 

 [ends] 

Media stories on alcohol and other drugs may be traumatic for some people. Support is available and we ask 

that media agencies consider publishing the details below: 

If this story has raised issues about your own or others drug and alcohol use, please contact the national hotline 

for confidential counselling and referral on 1800 250 015 

VAADA is the peak body that represents over 80 Alcohol and other Drug services across Victoria. On a daily basis 

these services are dealing with the effects of harmful alcohol and other drug consumption.  

For more information or to arrange an interview please contact Sam Biondo, EO of VAADA, on 0414 974 121 

for comment or if unavailable, David Taylor on 0413 914 206. 

                                                           
1 Data for Figure 2 has been obtained from Victorian Government Budget Papers. 
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